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CIS Anti-Reports 


CIS (Counter Information Services) was a collective of anti capitalist journalists that operated in 
the UK from 1970 - 1984 


Its publications were called Anti-Reports. 


Cis 
SUGLEA BS Af 
DISASTER 


Anti-Reports: 
- scrutinised the wealth of UK's largest companies 
- contrasted profits with wages, work conditions and environmental costs 
- exposed UK companies in apartheid South Africa 
- disclosed the privatisation of the public sector 


CIS worked anonymously - and despite its regular publications, its writers and associates 
maintained very low profiles throughout its fourteen year existence. 


The purpose of this report is to tear away the 
corporate mask and expose the company through 
its actions and the way in which these affect us all. 


RTZ Anti Report 19771 


CIS Counter Information Services 
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CIS Anti-Reports 


The CIS approach was anti capitalist and egalitarian. 
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The Anti-Reports contrasted corporate wealth - profits and dividends with the wages and conditions 
of workers in the UK and overseas. 


‘Profits per employee’ and ‘disparities’ in the distribution of wealth were the hallmarks of the CIS 
approach. 


"If profits go on growing at the rate they did last year 
we would wipe out the world. " 


The Chairman of Unilever 


Counter Information Services 
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The impact of the Anti-Reports 


CIS readership consisted chiefly of activists. 


lts main distribution effort was directed at rank and file 
trade union organsations, and the network of shop 
stewards that operated semi independently in most of 
the large employers in the UK. 


It prioritised for investigation those sectors and 
organisations with large unionised workforces. 


Rio Tinto Zinc Consolidated Goldfields 
GEC British Leyland 

Ford Oar eys 

NHS British Telecom 

Hotels & Catering Nuclear industry 

‘e)/ Banking & Insurance 


CIS worked with the numerous campaigning bodies and 
the revolutionary socialist groups that had a presence in 
the workplace of many UK companies. 


For a number of years CIS was also affiliated to the 


Transnational Institute (TNI) an international network of 
scholar activists exposing issues of globalisation. 


http:/www.tniorg CCK 
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The Anti-Reports and ail Africa 


A key objective of CIS was to attack the cruel 
exploitation of the people of South Africa under 
apartheid. CIS produced several anti-reports exposing 
the activities of UK companies in South Africa: 


Rio Tinto Zinc 1970 

Consolidated Goldfields 1977 

GEC 1977 

British Leyland 1973 

Your Money and Your Life (Insurance) 1974 
Black South Africa Explodes 1977 

Buying Time in South Africa 1978 

Ford Motor Company 1978 


South African migrant workers, frordonsolidated Goldfields 
Impact 


CIS revealed the complicity of UK companies in 


, SOUTH AFRICA 
apartheid. 


| EXPLODES 


Got legislation passed requiring UK companies to 
reveal the wage levels paid to their SA workers Consolidated Gold Fields 
- later repealed by Margaret Thatcher. 


Provided production data enabling trade union 
shop stewards in the UK to disrupt export of arms pesca 
and equipment to the apartheid regime. 


he) 


Consolidated Gold Fields Black South Africa Explodes 
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CIS Anti-Reports Publications List 1971-1984 
DOWNLOAD from Libray 


f The RTZ Anti Report May 19771 
Consolidated Goldfields June 1972 
df GEC Sept 1972 
Pdf Recurrent Crisis of London Feb 73 


The Oil Fix April 1974 fe: | The Recurrent 
Business As Usual June 1974 ie ie Ororee me meton 
Courtaulds Nov 1974 casians 
Unilever’s World 1975 
Where is Lucas Going 1975 a 
Cutting the Welfare State [Crisis] 1975 3 
Who’s Next for the Chop [Crisis] 1976 , my gests) a beans 
Women Under Attack [Crisis] 1976 | | 
Racism Who Profits? [Crisis] 1977 
df Black South Africa Explodes 1977 

Pdf Paying for the Crisis [Crisis] 1977 

Paf Highness 1977 

Pa¢ Ford Motor Company 1978 

~~ Buying Time in South Africa 1978 ay aaa Tee 

f Late Nelle BIST 1978 oma csi ‘ira HEN 

Pdf The New Technology 1979 

——~ Sell Out in Zimbabwe 1979 

a The Wealthy 1979 

“—~ Hardship Hotel (Dronfield & Soto) 1980 

ae NHS Condition Critical 1980 

——— Women in the 80s 1981 
Anti-Report 1981 

Pdf War Lords — the UK Arms Industry 1981 

Pdf Private Line — the future of British Telecom 1982 

~ Banking in the City 1983 
Assault on the Unions 1984 

Pdf Striking Back — Workers Organisations against Multinationals 198 


CLICK on title for Pdf when available. 
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Origins of the CIS Anti-Report 


Anonymous 

Counter Information Services was set up in 1970. It was initially called 'Confront’ 

and the purpose of the organisation was to produce reports on British companies 

which would expose the full facts of their operations and which could be used to 7 
confront shareholders at the company's annual general meetings. 


A number of activists were recruited to produce ‘anti’ company reports which would expose the 
shadow side of UK corporate activity and particularly their operations in apartheid South Africa. 


Rio Tinto Zinc 


The first public confrontation was in the City of London at the AGM of Rio Tinto Zinc (RTZ). At the 
meeting, the company's own Report was replaced by the Anti-Report and several resolutions 
condemning the inhuman side of mining and damage to the environment 

were proposed. The Board and shareholders erupted in anger. Uae = Ale 


The Financial Times gave full coverage to the protest and asked: 


'Who are these people?’ 
Anonymous 


36 Anti-Reports were published anonymously during the lifetime of CIS. It was founded by a city 
Investment Analyst and its core group of writers and journalists relied heavily on city sources for 
much of their research material. The identity of the editorial team always remained confidential. And 
despite its anti capitalist orientation it remained an independent and non aligned leftist organisation, 
with no affiliation to any political party or trade union or academic institution. 


This independence made fundraising difficult. Unwilling to accept any kind of corporate sponsorship 
CIS successfully sought funding from wealthy individuals, the World Council of Churches, the 
Transnational Institute (TNI) and latterly the Rowntree Social Services Trust. 


Counter Information Services 
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Contact and Archive 


CIS's anonymity during the decade of its existence contributed to the transitory character 
of its legacy. This website is an attempt to remedy that. 


CIS had a huge impact at the time and many journalists, trade unionists and academics 
will remember the CIS Reports with affection. Its constant, persistent and insightful 
exposure of big business laid the foundation for many workplace, community and 
environmental campaigns. Its anti racist, anti sexist and ruthlessly egalitarian approach 
helped to improve conditions in the UK workplace. 


Archive 

A number of the CIS publications produced in the 1970s are available here either entirely 
or in part as Pdf files. Hard copies of the reports can be found in some trade union and 
university libraries and on the internet. A small number are available here on request. 


Contact 
For quick response, contact: 


billyridgers@btinternet.com 


Counter Information Services 





ICIS] Anti Reports 


HOME ABOUT IMPACT SAFRICA ORIGINS ANTI-REPORTS CONTACT [RRA )=NEWS 
More Anti-Reports CLICK here 


LI BRARY CLICK ON THE COVER TO DOWNLOAD THE ANTI-REPORT + cones 
ext page 
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The Recurrent Crisis of London | lie a Black South Africa Explodes 
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NEWS 


Recently rediscovered. - Whitewash, the CIS response to the 
Windeyer Committee Report on lead poisoning at the RTZ 
Smelter at Avonmouth. Published in 1972, this short pamphlet 
followed the RTZ Anti-Report and exposed serious 
shortcomings in the government investigation. 


London Property 40 yrs on 


It's over 40 years since 'The Recurrent Crisis of London’ was published in 1973. So what has changed? Not a lot. Property speculation in 
London is rife, land ownership in London has changed little since 1973. £billions are being made on property developments like 1 Hyde Park 
Mansions, and property tycoons like Joe Levy and Harry Hyams have been replaced by the Candy Brothers. 


Once again a huge amount of money, most of it from overseas, is chasing a diminishing amount of real estate in central London. An apartment 
or flat in London is beyond the reach of most young people. 'Content to rent' is the new mantra for those living in outlying areas, and with no 
rent controls speculators are moving in there too. London Councils have stopped building and existing housing estates are being labelled 
‘economically obsolete’ and changes to Housing Benefit mean many of the less well off occupants are being pressured to move on. 


‘Affordable housing’, once the bright idea of ex Mayor Ken Livingstone, that stipulated that every development must have a proportion of 
‘affordable’ accomodation, has been replaced by new priorities that favour the developers. 'No social housing’ headlines in adverts to overseas 
buyers for residential accomodation being built in London. 


No change there then. A speculative bubble of huge proportions is emerging in London AGAIN. 


|CiS|Counter Information Services 
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The Rio Tinto Zinc Corporation Ltd 
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Recently rediscovered. - Whitewash, the CIS response to the 
Windeyer Committee Report on lead poisoning at the RTZ 
Smelter at Avonmouth. Published in 1972, this short pamphlet 
followed the RTZ Anti-Report and exposed serious 
shortcomings in the government investigation. 


London Property 40 yrs on 


It's over 40 years since 'The Recurrent Crisis of London’ was published in 1973. So what has changed? Not a lot. Property speculation in 
London is rife, land ownership in London has changed little since 1973. £billions are being made on property developments like 1 Hyde Park 
Mansions, and property tycoons like Joe Levy and Harry Hyams have been replaced by the Candy Brothers. 


Once again a huge amount of money, most of it from overseas, is chasing a diminishing amount of real estate in central London. An apartment 
or flat in London is beyond the reach of most young people. 'Content to rent' is the new mantra for those living in outlying areas, and with no 
rent controls speculators are moving in there too. London Councils have stopped building and existing housing estates are being labelled 
‘economically obsolete’ and changes to Housing Benefit mean many of the less well off occupants are being pressured to move on. 


‘Affordable housing’, once the bright idea of ex Mayor Ken Livingstone, that stipulated that every development must have a proportion of 
‘affordable’ accomodation, has been replaced by new priorities that favour the developers. 'No social housing’ headlines in adverts to overseas 
buyers for residential accomodation being built in London. 


No change there then. A speculative bubble of huge proportions is emerging in London AGAIN. 
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